
Christina Trujillo– Spanish, 
DMS 
Paraprofessionals: 

Kristen Anderson, CRS 
Andrew Cole, DMS 
Allison Coughlin, CRS 
Vanessa Crousillat, DMS 
Kimberly Steimke, DMS 
Lauren Zaccaria, DMS 
Custodial Staff: 

Abdel  Nasser Merkiche 
Sean Franco 
 

T he Demarest learning 
Community extends a 

warm welcome to the 
following new staff members: 
Janet Guirguis- P/T  
Basic Skills , DMS 

Susan Haase– LLD, DMS 
Shauna Herdemian– 
Resource Room , DMS 
Allison Moore– P/T Music 
Teacher, DMS 
Chris Nerkizian– P/T 
Resource Room, LLE 
Theresa Petrov– Library 
Media, DMS 

In addition to these 
permanent staff members, 
we are pleased to welcome 
the following long term 
replacement staff: 
Caitlin Carroll- 7th Gr. 
Social Studies replacing 
Maureen Satorius 
Walter Gonzales– Physical 
Education Substitute, DMS 
replacing  Bill Grundy 
Tracy Naccarella– 1st Gr. 
replacing Lauren Licameli 
Mary Ellen O’Doherty– 
6th Gr. Math replacing 
Jennifer Rilli 
 

Welcome New Staff 
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raise over $65,000. As of 
this September we are 
proud to announce the 
opening of the Ethio-
American Friendship 
School in  Awassa, 
Ethiopia. The school has 
twelve classrooms and 
serves 250 local students 
from pre-K through 
seventh grade. The school 

will serve an impoverished 
community where the 
average daily income is $2 
per person and 60% of the 
population is illiterate. For 
more information visit  
http://
www.globalcareunlimited.
org/index.htm or contact 
Jonathon Regan, at 
Regan@nvnet.org  

O ver the last twenty 
four months students 

of Global Care Unlimited 
at Demarest and Tenafly 
Middle School have been 
researching sub-Saharan 
Africa and raising funds to 
build a school in rural 
Ethiopia. To raise the 
funds students held 
barbecues, carwashes, art 
auctions and festivals to 

Ethio‐American Friendship School 
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ESL News 

O n Friday, October 3rd there was an 
ESL  Parent Advisory Breakfast for 

all parents of students in our English as a 
Second Language Program .   Parents of 
ESL students from all grade levels were 
invited to attend  and get to know each 
other.  We had a very nice turn out and 
were able to share experiences with both 
new and experienced residents of 
Demarest who hail from other countries.  
This year we have ESL students whose 

native countries are Korea, Russia, 
Colombia, Japan, and Haiti.  It was a 
chance to share ideas, questions, and 
general information in an informal 
setting. Our students are so fortunate to 
have the opportunity to share our 
American culture and language with 
students from other countries, and at the 
same time to become familiar with 
cultures from around the world! 

researching these historic landmarks in 
their Social Studies classes   
Currently the Bergen County Historical 
Society has over 10,000 local 
Revolutionary War artifacts and 
documents in storage. These items are 
important to both our local and national 
history. The historical society will use the 
funds to build a replica of a Revolutionary 
War era mill to display the important 
artifacts.  For more information contact 
Caitlin Carroll carroll@nvnet.org.  
 

D emarest, NJ November 5th, 2008- 
Demarest Middle School  held 

“Pennies for Preservation,” a change 
collection competition in support the 
Bergen County Historical Society at New 
Bridge Landing.  Funds will go toward 
the construction of a museum sponsored 
by the Bergen County Historical Society. 
Students engaged in “penny wars,” a 
friendly competition between grades 5-8 
in which each class is trying to collect the 
most pennies. The fundraising drive will 
take place from November 17-21. In order 
to stress the importance of the 
preservation project students will also be 

Pennies for Preservation 

O nce again, the Demarest Schools are 
indebted to the PTO for their 

generosity to our students and staff.  
Currently, the PTO is funding the 
automation of the Instructional Media 
Centers at all three schools.  This project 
will improve the functionality of our 
media centers and increase the ability of 
students and staff to locate materials and 
resources quickly and efficiently.  
Students will eventually be able to log on 
to the system from home, through the 

Thank you PTO! 

Demarest Home Page, allowing them to 
conduct research and locate books.  The 
automated system will also allow our 
media specialists to catalog the schools’ 
collections in a faster and more efficient 
manner.  We cannot express how 
beneficial this gift will be to our students.  
We anticipate having the entire system in 
place by March of 2009.  This includes 
weeding of the collections and the bar 
coding of all books. 
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O ur fourth grade had an 
exciting class trip to the Izod 

Center’s Walking with Dinosaurs.  
We traveled back in time  about 
200 million years ago to the 
Jurassic period.  
“Boom! Boom!”  Our adventure 
started. In walked a huge, 
lumbering herbivore, the 
Brachiosaurus, with its massive, 
elongated neck and tail, but it was 
just a junior.   Unfortunately, this 
young one had separated from the 
herd and was in danger. As it was 
eating leaves from the tree tops, a 
hungry  sharp jawed Allosaurus 
growled. Suddenly, the gigantic 
mother Brachiosaurus, shaped like 
a really long roller coaster,  came 
to the rescue and chased the 
carnivore away. 
Next, the narrator announced that 
the Tyrannosaurus Rex was 
coming out. We were  scared, but 
we all laughed when we saw it 
was just a baby. The baby T-Rex 
was hungry and looking for meat. 

Two tremendous dinosaurs, an 
Ankylosaurus with its armor and 
long tail like a bony club, and the 
Torosaurus with its sharp horns, 
did not want to be T-Rex’s dinner. 
They teamed up and  trapped the 
little T-Rex in a corner. The 
dinosaurs growled in anger.  
Then, the colossal T-Rex mother 
entered to rescue the small one. 
"Roar!” This ferocious T-Rex 
steered the huge herbivores away 
from her baby and fought them. 
The Ankylosaurus whacked the 
protective mother in the leg with 
its enormous tail. You could 
probably hear the  T-Rex’s 
painful roars outside the theater. 
The sound was deafening. Her 
cries scared the other dinosaurs 
away. She reunited with her little 
one. We were surprised to learn 
that the dinosaurs cared for their 
young and protected them like 
people do.  
Later, a Pterodactyl flew across 
the stage which was turned into an 

ocean. Its long stretched wings 
spread out and flapped. It had 
sharp claws to catch fish. It 
reminded us that its descendants  
today are our birds. 
Many more amazing dinosaurs 
filled the arena with action that 
was so realistic. The sound was 
sharp and the mechanics were 
precise and the sets with the trees 
and plants blooming were 
exquisite. We learned a lot about 
dinosaurs from the paleontologist  
who narrated the program and 
showed us fossils. He explained 
how the land was breaking apart 
into continents, too. We had just 
learned about this in our science 
classes. We found out information 
on these big creatures from long 
ago that we never even had a clue 
about. Walking with Dinosaurs 
was spectacular.  We learned so 
much from this awesome 
experience and breathtaking 
show. 
 

Walking With Dinosaurs 

This article is a composite of sentiments written by the students in Mrs. Murphy’s 4th grade class after their trip to see the 
show Walking With Dinosaurs at the Izod Center. 
Written by: Alina Chow, Kristina Connolly, Stephen Crevani, Abraham Djebiyan, Sherina Idnani, Elise Kang, Minji Kim, 
Sunzoo Kim, Samantha Kim, Mary Beth Laitin, Rachel Lawlor, Kyoung Tae Lee, Thomas LePree, Irene Lourbas, Andrew 
Petersen, Steven Stoica,  Ryan Tsai, Idil Tuysuzoglu, Kenny Weng 

T he Demarest Board of Education invites letters of interest 
for membership to the board, replacing a current member 

who was elected to the Borough of Demarest Council.  Please 
submit your letter of interest to: 

Mr. Frank Chilson, Board Secretary 
Demarest Board of Education 

568 Piermont Road 
Demarest, NJ 07626 

Letters of interest must be received prior to Friday, December 
11, 2008. If you have any questions, please call Frank Chilson at 
201-768-6060, x427. 

Board of Education Seeks New Member 

O n November 18th, the Northern Valley 
Elementary and Middle School 

Counselors sponsored an internet safety 
presentation for parents of the Northern 
Valley.  The program was put on by 
Detective John DeVoe from the Bergen 
County Prosecutor’s Office.  Detective 
DeVoe walked parents through the different 
dangers that are lurking on the internet and 
advised parents of the best computer 
practices to help keep their kids safe.  An 
informative handout was given out which 
included parent and child internet use 
contracts. 

Internet Safety for Parents 



A s part of Hispanic 
Heritage Month, the 

6th grade Spanish students 
made edible Mexican flags 
using graham crackers and 
colored Cool Whip and 
also learned how to make 
Mexican “God’s Eyes” 
using yarn and chopsticks.  
These Mexican symbols 
are hung up in houses to 
help keep away the bad 
spirits and to protect the 
households. These colorful 
symbols were proudly 

brought home by the 6th 
graders to decorate their 
own homes. 
The 6th grade Spanish 
classes also celebrated the 
Mexican holiday of Dia de 
Los Muertos by coloring 
caricatures of skull 
characters created by the 
famous Mexican artist, 
Jose Guadalupe Posada.  
This holiday is celebrated 
in the Southwest of the US, 
as well as in Mexico.  It is 
a time to welcome back 

and to honor the spirits of 
their deceased relatives.  
The students learned about 
the customs of this holiday 
and then finished the feast 
with a mini-fiesta complete 
with authentic tacos, flan, 
“sangria”, and pan de 
muertos (Bread of the 
Dead). The fiesta was a 
perfect ending to the 
American holiday of 
Halloween which is the 
preparation day for Dia de 
Los Muertos. 

our classroom bank. Our 
class has already collected 
$120. Then, Ms. 
Warszniter is going to 
bring it to Commerce Bank 
and place all the coins in 
the coin counting machine. 
After the machine counts 
the coins, there will be a 
receipt taken to the bank 
teller. She then deposits 
the money into the New 
Bridge Conservancy 
Fund Account. If you 
want to learn more about 
the artifacts and 
documents, please visit 
www.bergencountyhistory.

M s. Warszniter’s 
class recently 

learned that the Historic 
New Bridge Landing needs 
our help. There are 
thousands of historic 
artifacts that are in storage 
since the April 2007 flood. 
There is no museum to put 
these artifacts and so many 
others from our past on 
display. Our class decided 
to participate in the 
program Forward to the 
Past, a fundraising 
campaign. We are all 
bringing in any spare 
change and putting it in 

org. Let’s all work together 
to save the rare collection 
of Jersey Dutch artifacts 
that have been kept in 
storage for so long. If you 
want to see the Lenape 
Effigy Pipe found in 
Hackensack in 1870, let’s 
come together with other 
schools from Bergen 
County and donate to build 
a museum which will 
ensure a future for our 
past! Every penny helps! 
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Hispanic Heritage Month 

a few points.  Thank you to our team 
captains Cory Puchall, Lindsay Puchall, 
and Angela Buck for leading our team 
and to all the team members for all of 
their hard work.  We wish our eighth 
graders the best of luck next year in high 
school. 

T he girls’ volleyball season has come 
to an end, and we have all enjoyed 

every last second of their playing time.  
The girls worked extremely hard this 
season and made tremendous 
improvements.  They played their final 
tournament against Harrington Park on 
October 29th and missed the win by only 

Girls’ Volleyball 

Historic New Bridge Landing 
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T here is never a dull 
moment in the World 

Language classes at DMS.  
Beginning on September 
26th, Madame Eftychiou’s 
7th grade French students 
formally “adopted” their 
bébés escargots in a special 
ceremony attended by all 
of the new “parents” and 
many of the new 
“grandparents”.  An 
authentic petit déjeuner 
followed the ceremony as 
everyone enjoyed the 
French breakfast consisting 
of croissants, chocolat 
chaud (hot chocolate), 
fruits, yaourt (yogurt) et 
baguettes avec fromage
(cheese) ou beurre 
(butter).  The French 
students have created 
original Baby books for 

their escargots and we 
have weighed and 
measured them in class 
using the metric system, 
bien sûr! The proud 
parents dressed their bébés 
in original handmade 
Halloween costumes of 
famous French people, 
places or things. How 
excited we all were to see a 
mini- Bastille prison, a 
mini- Napoleon Bonaparte 
on horseback, a mini-
French ballerina and even 
a mini-escargot ballet point 
shoe.  Other costumes 
included Smurfette, 
Jacques Cousteau, Mona 
Lisa, a French manicure, a 
Brie cheese, and a Fleur-
de-Lis to name just a few. 
The 8th grade French 
students created a MINI-

MOI to reinforce their 
knowledge of the French 
vocabulary for clothing.  
Using a template, the 
students dressed the paper 
dolls to resemble 
themselves in their favorite 
outfit and labeled the outfit 
in French.  Everyone 
walking down the 8th grade 
hallway tries to guess 
which of their favorite 8th 
graders has created their 
image so accurately. The 
8th grade classes also 
dressed their escargot in 
French themed costumes 
and presented their bébés 
to their classmates. A 
mini-guillotine, Genevieve 
(Madeline’s dog), several 
croissants and the Phantom 
of the Opera were in 
attendance. 

C’est La Vie! 

O n October 17th, the 
International 

Dyslexia Association held 
their 23rd Annual Fall 
Conference in Princeton, 
New Jersey.  Jane Ench, 
LLE resource teacher, 
attended the conference.  
Maryanne Wolf, Ph.D. 
provided the keynote 
address on Implications of 
the Reading Brain for 
Dyslexia and Intervention.  
Dyslexia is a specific 
learning disability that is 
neurobiological in origin.  
It is characterized by 

difficulties with accurate 
and/or fluent word 
recognition and by poor 
spelling and decoding 
abilities.  Dyslexics often 
have average to above 
average IQ.  New research 
shows that people with 
dyslexia often have a 
stronger right brain 
hemisphere.  The right 
brain is trying to do the 
work of the left brain.  Dr. 
Wolf shared how research 
in neuroscience can inform 
remediation in dyslexia.  
Often dyslexics are critical 

thinkers and think outside 
the box.  Notable 
dyslexics are Thomas 
Edison, Pablo Picasso and 
Auguste Rodin. The 
research and implications 
for direct instruction for 
children with dyslexia 
was very encouraging.  
Mrs. Ench attended a 
reading/writing 
connection workshop that 
was very informative as 
well.  New ideas were 
shared with colleagues at 
LLE.   

International Dyslexia Conference 

T he first grade implemented the updated science program with lessons focusing on 
the life cycle of a pumpkin.  Each class participated in activities such as completing 

a life cycle diagram, comparing and contrasting pumpkins and tangerines, using 
descriptive words to describe the inside and the outside of a pumpkin, and had fun 
learning about pumpkins using their five senses.  The culminating activity was an 
annual seed presentation by Lisa Carson, a Demarest parent. 

First Grade Explores Pumpkins 



P resident Gilda Natko is happy 
to announce that the 

Demarest Parent Advisory 
Council (DPAC) website is up 
and running.  Visit us for the 
latest in references and upcoming 
programs at:  http://
fcserver.nvnet.org/~DPAC.  You 
can also reach us more easily on 
the Demarest District Web Page 
by clicking on the DPAC button. 
An open membership meeting 
was held at 7:00 PM on 
Wednesday, November 12, 2008 
in Demarest Middle School.  Dr. 

Adele Berenz, Chairperson of the 
Child Study Team provided a 
brief description of the referral 
process for special education 
services.  Following the 
presentation, there was time for 
fellowship and discussion 
regarding special education 
services in the district. 
Coming up, on December 9, 
2008, Dr. Martin Kutscher will 
speak to parents and community 
members about all children's 
behaviors. This presentation is 
sponsored by DPAC. 

DPAC’s mission is to provide a 
district-wide resource to parents 
and guardians of children with 
special needs by offering access 
to relevant information, training 
seminars, workshops and 
emotional support.  All members 
of the Demarest community are 
welcome to join.  If you are 
interested in becoming a member, 
please hop onto the website, 
complete the Parent Survey and 
drop it off at any of the three 
schools, marked to the attention 
of DPAC.  
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students from our reading 
class brought in different 
items from their homes 
which represented fads of 
the past. For example; 
beanie babies, Rubik’s 
cubes, G. I. Joes, platform 
shoes, pet rocks, tie-dye 
shirts, puka shell 
necklaces, pogs, etc. Our 

teacher looked up platform 
shoes and we found one 
that was 11 inches tall! We 
also did the Macarena for 
ten minutes straight!!  We 
had a lot of fun showing 
our items for fad day and 
we also learned about the 
different kinds of fads our 
parents went through.  

O n October 17, 2008 
Mrs. Ross’s reading 

class (DMS) made up fad 
day. We were influenced 
by the book Frindle while 
reading all about fads. The 
word fad means a practice 
or interest followed for a 
time with exaggerated 
excitement. On that day 

Fad Day by  Eric  Yu ,  E l iana Taub,  Michae l  Borger  and Jess ica  Brauns te in  

DPAC Fall and Winter Programs  

T he student council held their Annual 2008 
Halloween Costume Contest on October 31st.  The 

executive student council members faced a difficult 
decision when voting on the scariest and most creative 
costumes.  Thank you to all participants who dressed up 
and congratulations to all the winners! In addition, the 
student council is holding their Annual Thanksgiving 
Food Drive to help those in need during the holiday 
season.  Please continue to bring in non- perishable food 
items to all homerooms in the middle school.  The 
homeroom that collects the most food will win a pizza 
party.  We thank you in advance for your efforts and 
consideration  

Student Council 

W ith persistence and hard work the Demarest 
Wildcats Soccer team ended their season in 2nd 

place! The Wild Cats finished the regular season with a 
record of 5-2-4 but triumphed in the play offs, making it 
to second place. “The team played extremely well” said 
Coaches, Jonathon Regan and Julie Roessler. “We 
were delighted to take on such an energetic and 
determined team this year.”  Best of luck to the 
following 8th graders: Kaitlin Lewis, Amanda Arroyo, 
Kalli Koukounas, Raquel Molina, Chris Hsu, Daniel 
Hamos, Eric Geider, Ben Chazen, Sahil Desai, Ethan 
Coy, Ross Nadel, Justin Marko, Andreas Tzavelis, 
Sergei Holodny and Angolo Deflora.   

Wildcats Soccer 



T he voting booth at Luther Lee Emerson opened 
early on the morning of November 4th as excited 

children cast their ballots in the privacy of the curtained 
booth. Mrs. Warszniter’s team of 4th grade students, 
Anthony Schinelli, Andrew Petersen, Jessica Verp, Bodi 
Mehrnia, Jacob Perlmutter, Samantha Kim, and Sharon 
Moy, distributed ballots, escorted each child to the 
voting booth, and at the end of the day, tallied the votes.  
The results of the election were 56 votes for John 
McCain and 134 votes for Barack Obama. It was a 
wonderful experience for our young voters who had 
discussed the issues in their classrooms and enjoyed 
participating in the political process.   

program was begun by her 
parents in her honor and 
has been seen by students 
all over the world.  The 
program builds on 
Rachel’s living principle to 
“start a chain reaction of 
kindness and compassion.”  
It educates, motivates and 
activates students to 
become involved with their 

T he Demarest Middle 
School students 

participated in the 
nationally acclaimed anti-
violence/anti-bullying 
program Rachel's 
Challenge, named after 
Rachel Scott, the first 
student to be killed at the 
Columbine High school 
massacre in 1999.  This 

communities.  The 
assembly shows dramatic 
footage of that dreadful 
day and provides excerpts 
from Rachel’s diaries to 
underscore the difference 
one person can make.   
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Rachel’s Challenge 

Election Day at LLE  Day in Clay by Mara Stein 

O n November 3rd, Ms. Boote’s science classroom 
was transformed into an artist’s studio as sixth 

graders at DMS participated in “Day in Clay.” Cliff 
Mendelson, an area artist and sculptor, visited our 
school to discuss the history of pottery. Sixth graders 
experienced the art of different cultures and observed 
a variety of pottery throughout history. Mr. 
Mendelson demonstrated different techniques of 
pottery, including the use of a wheel. Some lucky 
students were able to assist Mr. Mendelson in 
decorating his work. The sixth grade would like to 
thank the PTO for organizing the event. For more 
information on Day in Clay, visit http://www.day-in-
clay.com/ 

Y ou may have noticed that Demarest Schools have implemented new parent 
notification systems.  In an effort to ensure consistent communication and 

reduce waste, the district recently implemented a phone and email notification 
system. PTO announcements are now sent home via email on a weekly basis, and 
families receive automated phone calls for important announcements.  With the 
coming of potentially inclement weather, we plan to use this system to notify 
parents of delayed openings, early dismissals and school closings.  To be added or 
removed from the database, or if your contact information changes, please contact 
Victoria Zimmerman, Technology Coordinator, at zimmermanv@nvnet.org. 

District Notifications 



November 27/28, 2008  Thanksgiving Recess – School Closed 
Wednesday, December 3, 2008 Parent Conferences – School Closed 
Friday, December 5, 2008  LLE Winter Concert – 1:00 PM 
Wednesday December 10, 2008 DMS Winter Concert - 7:00 PM 
Tuesday, December 16, 2008 Board of Education Meeting – CRS – 8:00 PM 
Wednesday, December 17, 2008 CRS Winter Concert – 1:30 PM 
Tuesday, December 23, 2008 12:30 PM Dismissal 
Thursday, January 22, 2009 Kindergarten Registration - CRS - 7:00 PM 
Friday January 30, 2009  PTO Dinner  Dance – 7:30-10:00 PM 

Important Dates 
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Demarest Board of Education 

I mportant date change: In the past, Kindergarten Round-up was held in February.  
This year, please note that the date has changed to Thursday, January 22, 2009, 

7:00 PM at County Road School.  If you have questions about Kindergarten 
registration, please call Mrs. Gladys Grossman at 201.768.6256. 

Special Notice 


